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Chapter 2 World biomes – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 2.2
The class should be divided into four groups.
1
Each group will be allocated one of the following lines. Identify the biomes along your line.
a
The Panama Canal to the North Pole

b
Singapore to the North Pole

c
The Panama Canal through South America to the South Pole

d
Singapore to the South Pole via Indonesia and Australia.
2
Share your results with the other groups and determine if there were similarities in the changes in:
a
the Northern Hemisphere profiles
b
the Southern Hemisphere profiles.
3
Discuss the following:
a
If there were similar patterns observed in the northern and southern hemispheres, what factors could have caused these similarities? Equally, if there were differences, what might have caused them?
b
Was there an anomaly in the pattern? (An anomaly is something that doesn’t fit the general pattern.)
c
Which biomes are poorly represented in the Southern Hemisphere? Why is this so?
d
Which biome is the anomaly? This is the biome that does not fit the pattern as it can be found in zones from the Equator to the poles. (This anomaly will be examined later.)
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