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Glossary

accommodation: in Piaget’s theory, the modification of mental structures to incorporate new knowledge.

active–experiencing: learning style as defined by Kolb, learning through active participation.

adolescence: a term for teenagers derived from Latin adolescere, meaning ‘to grow to maturity’.

agent: an individual who has the ability to initiate, direct, manage or control their own behaviour.

AIDS: acquired immune deficiency syndrome, the end of a spectrum of disease caused by a virus that attacks and exhausts key parts of the body’s natural defence system.

alleles: gene factors that determine specific characteristics.

amniocentesis: medical procedure for detecting foetal abnormalities by withdrawing a sample of the amniotic fluid and performing chromosomal analyses.

anal stage: the second of Freud’s psychosexual stages, during which the anal area is the primary ‘erotic’ zone and the child gains special pleasure from the elimination or retention of faeces.

androgyny: possession of both male and female personality characteristics.

animism: according to Piaget, the belief of the pre-operational child that inanimate objects are alive.

anorexia nervosa: an eating disorder characterised by extreme reduction of food intake and loss of at least 25 per cent of original body weight.

Apgar test: a test routinely used to assess the physical condition of newborn babies.

artificialism: according to Piaget, the belief of the pre-operational child that certain aspects of the natural environment are manufactured by people.

assimilation: in Piaget’s theory, the incorporation of new information into the child’s existing patterns of thought and behaviour.

associational knowledge: a type of knowledge identified by Tripodi (1981) that indicates the extent of the relationship between two variables.

attachment: the primary social bond between one individual and another.

attachment behavior: behaviour that promotes contact and/or proximity of an infant to the care-giver.

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD): a complex set of behaviours involving impulsiveness, inattention and over-activity.

auditory learning style: learning through hearing.

authentic identity: Sheehy’s (1976) concept of a personal identity that evolves from an individual’s struggle with life events.

authoritarian: a dictatorial style of child-rearing in which unquestioning obedience is expected from children.

authoritative: a democratic style of child-rearing, in which parents give firm guidance while listening to their children’s ideas.

autonomous morality: a sense of right and wrong determined by the individual, not by others.

autonomy versus shame and doubt: the second of Erikson’s psychosocial stages of development, during which toddlers experience a sense of autonomy when successful in their striving for independence but shame or doubt as a result of parental prohibitions.

babbling: the alternating vowel and consonant sounds made by a young infant in the first months of life.

basic trust versus mistrust: the first of Erikson’s psychosocial stages, in which the infant develops the ability to rely on others and believe in their own capacity to deal with their own needs and those of the world.

behaviourist: focusing on observable behaviour and its causes.

birth: emergence of young from body of mother.

blastocyst: a hollow ball of approximately 100 cells that forms in the very early stages of development following conception.

blended family: a family resulting from the remarriage of one or both adults, who bring with them children from the previous marriage.

canalisation: genetic predisposition towards the development of certain characteristics in the species, such as walking.

cathexis: the focusing of mental energy on a particular action or memory.

cause–effect knowledge: as defined by Tripodi (1981), a type of knowledge that identifies the cause of an event.

central tendency: in statistics, the typical or central value of a set of scores.

chromosome: one of 46 small thread-like structures in the nucleus of human cells containing the genetic code in the form of DNA.

chronological age: the actual age of an individual; compare mental age.

circular reaction: any behaviour that the infant repeats.

class inclusion: the ability to associate a subset of objects (such as red apples) with the larger grouping to which it belongs (fruit).

classical conditioning: learning in which a neutral stimulus elicits a certain response by repeated association with another stimulus that already elicits the response.

clique: in adolescence, a small group of about six individuals, as described by Dunphy (1963).

clumsiness: an impairment of the child’s ability to perform skilled motor acts usual for the child’s age.

cofigurative: Margaret Mead’s description of a culture in which children learn from their peers.

cognition: the way we know about the world through the use of thinking, reasoning, learning and remembering.

cognitive congruency principle: states that a child finds funniest those jokes that relate to that child’s cognitive developmental level.

cognitive–constructivist: emphasising the interrelatedness of cognition and emotion in the developing scheme of emotions.

concrete operations period: according to Piaget, the stage between 7 and 11 years of age during which children begin to understand the relationship between things in the world but still cannot think in abstract terms.

concrete-experiencing learning style: as defined by Kolb, learning through actual experience.

conditioned reflex: occurs when a previously neutral stimulus acquires the ability to produce a response through association with an unconditioned stimulus (a stimulus that evokes a response that has not been learned).

conservation: in Piagetian theory, the retention by an object or substance of certain properties, regardless of changes in shape and arrangement.

constructive development: occurs when a child actively participates by finding personal meaning in a situation, making decisions and sharing viewpoints with peers.

constructivism: a school of thought in psychology that emphasises the subjectivity of experience and the role of individuals in actively construing their world.

constructivist: emphasising the subjectivity of our experience and the role of individuals in actively construing meaning in their world.

correlation: in statistics, the relationship between two sets of scores.

critical awareness: a process of enquiry in which the researcher’s own values and attitudes make a contribution.

crowd: in adolescence, a large group, consisting of two or more cliques, as described by Dunphy (1963).

crystallised intelligence: according to Cattell, a type of intelligence that comprises knowledge based on education and culture.

cycle of learning: the sequence of understanding through which a learner proceeds in mastering a task or absorbing a body of knowledge.

deep learning: an approach to learning involving a search for meaning and relationship.

deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA): a complex chemical containing the genetic code that guides development.

development: takes into account the effect of experience on an individual.

developmental psychology: the study of the individual from conception.

developmental tasks: in Havighurst’s theory, tasks that must be completed during certain periods of a person’s life.

dizygotic twins: individuals with different genetic blueprints who have developed from two different eggs fertilised at the same time; compare monozygotic twins.

Down syndrome: an inherited disorder, first described by John Langdon Haydon Down in 1866, resulting from an extra copy of chromosome 21.

drives: in Freudian theory, powerful instinctive desires, such as hunger or thirst.

dynamic systems theory: the spontaneous emergence of higher order forms of functioning as a result of recursive, circular interactions among simpler components.

echolalia: imitation by the infant of the speech of others, appearing at around 9 months of age.

ectomorph: one of Sheldon’s three body types, a long, thin body type.

ego: in Freudian theory, the conscious self, the realistic rational part of the personality that mediates between the instinctual demands of the id and the superego.

egocentrism (centration): the inability to distinguish between one’s own point of view and that of another person.

ego integrity versus despair: the last of Erikson’s psychosocial stages, in which the crucial task is to achieve the sense of a life well lived.

embryo: the developing human being during the first eight weeks following the implantation of the ovum in the uterine wall.

empiricism: the view that knowledge is derived solely from experience.

enactive representation: the ability to experience the world through actions, or doing.

endomorph: one of Sheldon’s three body types, best characterised by roundness with fairly weak muscle and bone development.

engrossment: a term describing a father’s preoccupation with his newborn child.

enuresis: the inability to control the discharge of urine; see also primary enuresis, secondary enuresis.

epistemological development: development of the child’s knowledge base.

epistemology: the study of the theory of how we acquire knowledge.

equilibration: the search for a balance between what the child already knows (assimilation) and the child’s new experiences (accommodation).

erogenous zones: parts of the body that at different ages are susceptible to pleasurable feelings.

eros: Lee’s (1974) name for love involving an immediate and powerful physical attraction.

event sampling: a method of observation in which the focus is on a specific event, such as a conflict episode between children.

existentialism: a philosophy emphasising the importance and value of the individual and the role of freedom, responsibility and choice in determining behaviour.

experiential child: refers to the concept that children develop solely as a product of their experience.

extended family: a nuclear family plus grandparents and/or other relatives.

field experiment: an experiment in which independent variables are deliberately manipulated in a naturalistic setting.

field study: the investigation of naturally occurring events at the time and place that they occur.

fine motor: refers to movements requiring precision and dexterity, as in manipulative tasks; compare gross motor.

fluid intelligence: according to Cattell, a type of intelligence that is hereditary and involves the ability to think and reason abstractly.

foetal alcohol syndrome: a serious condition involving various physical defects and mental retardation in children born to alcoholic mothers.

foetoscopy: screening technique in which the foetus is viewed through an endoscope.

formal operations period: Piaget’s name for the fourth stage of cognitive development, from about 11 years of age onwards, during which individuals acquire the ability to think in abstract terms.

gender identity: a person’s sense of self as male or female; compare sex role.

generativity versus stagnation: the seventh of Erikson’s psychosocial stages, in which the crucial task is to be productive and creative.

genes: biological units of heredity involving a self-reproducing DNA particle located in a particular chromosome.

genetics: the scientific study of heredity.

genital stage: in Freudian theory, the period, beginning in adolescence, characterised by the reawakening of sexual feelings.

genotype: the actual genetic composition of the organism.

Gestalt: a school of thought in psychology suggesting that the perceived organised whole is more than the sum of its parts.

gonads: the sex glands, which regulate sex drive; in females, the ovaries; in males, the testes.

gross motor: refers to movements of the entire body or of major parts of the body; compare fine motor.

growth: progressive anatomical and physical changes of a living being; compare development.

habituation: the eventual disappearance of a response following repeated presentation of a stimulus.

heteronomous morality: a sense of right and wrong established by rules imposed by outside authorities, such as parents.

holophrastic speech: one-word utterances that express a complete thought, appearing at about 1 year of age.

humanism: a school of thought in psychology that emphasises individuals, their personal experience and potential for development.

humanistic: emphasising individuals, their personal experience and potential for development.

hypothalamus: a structure in the forebrain that controls a range of autonomic functions, such as body temperature.

hypothesis: a testable proposition.

hypothetical–developmental knowledge: as identified by Tripodi (1981), the description of events using general concepts.

iconic representation: the ability to use mental images or pictures to represent experience. 

id: in Freudian theory, that part of the personality containing all of the basic impulses or drives.

ideal self: an idealised image of oneself and what one might become.

identity versus role confusion: the fifth of Erikson’s psychosocial stages, in which there is a search for identity involving an intense exploration of personal values, beliefs and goals.

imaginary audience: refers to attention that adolescents tend to imagine is focused on them.

imitation: copying or reproducing behaviour.

immanent justice: the notion that punishment for wrongdoing is inevitable, an inherent part of the wrongdoing.

industry versus inferiority: the fourth of Erikson’s psychosocial stages, in which the child aims at productivity and mastery, but feels inferior if these are not achieved.

infertility: the inability to conceive.

information processing: the taking in, storing and using of information by humans and animals.

iniquitous child: refers to the idea that children are inherently evil.

initiative versus guilt: the conflict faced by children in the third of Erikson’s psychosocial stages of development, in which they discover behavioural limits.

instinct practice theory: a theory, formulated by Groos, that play helps to refine and develop instinctive activities.

instincts: in Freudian theory, forces that exist behind the tensions caused by the needs of the id.

intelligence quotient (IQ): the ratio of an individual’s mental age (MA) to chronological age (CA) multiplied by 100.

intimacy versus isolation: the sixth of Erikson’s psychosocial stages, in which the crucial task is to establish true intimacy.

justice concept: according to Piaget, the child’s concept of morality at about 7–8 years of age, involving rules and reciprocity.

kinaesthetic learning style: learning involving the whole body.

knowledge in action: research that emphasises practice rather than theory.

laboratory study: research conducted in a carefully controlled, artificial environment.

la méthode clinique: see méthode clinique.

latency period: in Freud’s theory, a period of development (6–12 years) in the child’s life when sexual impulses are relatively dormant.

lattation: repetitive sounds made by the young infant at about 6 months of age.

learning style: a person’s preferred mode of taking in and storing information.

libidinal: associated with instinctive energies and desires.

libido: a relatively fixed quantity of energy in each individual that primarily relates to the sexual drive.

locomotor: describes movement from one place to another.

logico-mathematical knowledge: Piaget’s term for knowledge gained about the relationships between objects as a result of our interaction with them.

ludas: Lee’s (1974) name for a playful type of love characterised by lack of commitment.

manipulative: describes activities involving the use of the hand.

maturation: the changes that occur in an organism as it fulfils its genetic potential; compare development.

mean: in statistics, the average of a set of scores obtained by summing all scores and dividing the total by the number of scores.

mechanistic: emphasising the role of experience and the cause–effect nature of behaviour.

median: in statistics, the value in a series of scores which has as many scores above it as below it.

meiosis: the process of cell division of sex cells, resulting in four new cells.

menarche: a female’s first menstrual period.

mental age: a measure of intellectual ability in terms of the average ability at a particular age, which may not be the same as an individual’s actual age (chronological age).

mesomorph: one of Sheldon’s three body types, best characterised by a predominance of muscle and bone.

méthode clinique (clinical method): the method of interviewing adopted by Piaget to help him understand the child’s thought processes.

mitosis: the process of cell division for body cells by which chromosomes in each cell replicate to form a second set of chromosomes, which then separate from the original cell to form a new, identical cell.

mode: in statistics, the most frequently occurring value in a set of scores.

monozygotic twins: individuals with identical genes who have developed from the same fertilised egg.

moral development: the development of the values, attitudes and beliefs that help people distinguish right from wrong.

morpheme: the smallest unit of meaning in spoken or written language.

motherese: a type of speech used by the mother to address the young infant.

nativist: refers to the idea that emotions are innate, or inborn.

naturalistic experiment: the study of one event in relation to another as they occur in their natural environments.

new paradigm research: new methods for conducting research that are outside the main scientific tradition.

niche-picking: the selection, as people age, of aspects of their environment to which they will respond in terms of personality, intellect and motivation.

non-standardised interview: an interview in which the questions are largely determined by the respondent’s answers.

normal distribution: in statistics, a symmetrical distribution (bell-shaped) of a set of scores, where most values fall around the central area of the curve (the mean) and the frequency of the scores fall off to either side of the mean.

norms: accepted standards against which individual performance can be compared.

nuclear family: a couple and their children living in the same dwelling.

obese: being excessively overweight; more than 20 per cent heavier than the acceptable weight.

object permanence: the understanding that objects can exist independently of one’s interaction with them.

oocyte: name given to the egg cell when it is released from the ovary.

operant conditioning: behaviour that results from the rewarding or punishment of voluntary behaviour by stimulus consequences.

organismic: emphasising the contribution individuals make to their own development.

paradigm: a pattern, model or example; a world view.

participatory and wholistic knowing: a mode of enquiry that is more systemic than the Newtonian scientific view.

peer group: a group of children of approximately the same age.

perceived self: one’s view of oneself: self-concept.

permissive: a lax style of child-rearing in which parents make few demands of their children, imposing few rules and offering little positive guidance.

personal fable: the delusion of adolescents that their own experiences and feelings are unique and cannot be understood by others.

phallic stage: the third of Freud’s psychosexual stages, during which the young child’s libidinal energy shifts to the genitals.

phenomenology: a philosophy that focuses on the world as it appears to the individual.

phenotype: the physical or behavioural traits in an individual that reflect both genetic and environmental factors.

physical knowledge: Piaget’s term for knowledge of the physical properties of objects gained from direct physical experience of them.

pituitary gland: an organ located beneath the hypothalamus that controls many hormonal secretions.

placenta: a mass of tissue in the uterus through which nutrients are transmitted from mother to foetus and waste products filtered from foetus to mother.

population: in statistics, a group of individuals sharing at least one common characteristic.

positivism: a branch of philosophy advocating the use of the methods and principles of the natural sciences in the study of human behaviour.

postfigurative: Margaret Mead’s description of a culture in which children learn from their forebears.

pre-operational period: Piaget’s name for the stage between 2 and 7 years of age, during which children acquire the ability to represent the world using symbols, such as language.

pre-riddle: a riddle without a punch-line.

prefigurative: Margaret Mead’s description of a culture in which adults learn from their children as well as vice versa.

preformist: refers to the view that a miniature adult exists in the egg or sperm.

primary enuresis: is said to occur when the child is never consistently dry.

primipara: a woman giving birth for the first time.

psychoanalysis: the method for treating mental disorders, developed by Sigmund Freud, in which the underlying defect, the motive behind behaviour, is rendered conscious.

psychoanalytic theory of play: views play as an outlet for emotion.

psychodynamic: focusing upon the dynamic interaction between the conscious and unconscious in affecting behaviour.

psychosocial: in Erikson’s theory, describes the interactions between child and family and between child and culture.

psychosocial aspect :the development of the child in the larger social setting of family and culture.

puberty: the attainment of sexual maturity; in girls, the beginning of menstruation; in boys, the first production of live sperm.

punishment: any stimulus that results in the suppression or reduction of a behaviour.

quantitative-descriptive knowledge: according to Tripodi (1981), a type of knowledge that describes the links between two variables.

rapprochement: according to Mahler, describes the phase in which a toddler discovers that personal identity can be achieved while maintaining or re-establishing a harmonious relationship with the mother.

reaction range: the broadest possible expression of a genotype.

realism: according to Piaget, the confusion by the pre-operational child of external reality with the child’s own thought processes and subjective understanding; the child’s belief that wishes, thoughts and feelings are ‘alive’.

reflective observational learning style: as defined by Kolb, learning that involves thinking about something that has been experienced.

reflexes: involuntary actions of muscles.

reinforcement: any stimulus that increases the likelihood of a behaviour recurring.

research design: a general plan for the research to be undertaken.

sample: in statistics, a subset of a population.

scaffolding: Vygotsky’s term for the way in which a mature person skillfully encourages a learner to acquire a new skill or understand a concept.

schema: in Piagetian terms, a pattern of action or a mental structure; plural: schemata.

scientism: the idea that all true knowledge arises from the use of empirical scientific method.

secondary enuresis: involuntary passing of urine when there has been a period of dryness of at least one year after the age of 3 years.

secular trend: the trend for people to develop earlier and to be larger than in former eras.

selectionist: refers to the view that neuronal networks are modified by environmental influence.

self-actualisation: the individual’s full use of talent, capacity or potential.

self-concept: the picture one has of oneself.

self-dynamism: Sullivan’s term for the active, achieving, protective part of the self.

self-esteem: one’s evaluation of information one holds about oneself.

sensori-motor period: Piaget’s first cognitive development stage in which infants use their senses and motor skills to explore their environment.

sensori-motor play: play involving the senses and motor skills.

seriation: the ability to put objects or quantities into a logical sequence.

sex role: learned behaviour that society deems appropriate for a person’s sex; compare gender identity.

skewed distribution: in statistics, occurs when a set of scores is asymmetrical.

social capital: refers to networks which provide a basis for trust, cooperation and perceptions of safety.

social skills: acceptable learned behaviours that gain positive responses from others.

socialisation: the process by which individuals acquire the values, attitudes and knowledge of the society (or subgroups of society) to which they belong.

sociodramatic play: the most elaborate form of symbolic play in which a theme is enacted.

sole-parent family: a family in which the children are raised by the mother or father alone.

somatotype: physique expressed in terms of extreme types.

standardised interview: interview in which set questions are asked of all respondents in the same age group.

storge: Lee’s (1974) name for deep love that develops slowly and steadily.

structure: in Piagetian theory, the way a child organises their experience of the world.

superego: in Freudian theory, that part of the personality incorporating the internalised values held by the individual and corresponding to the internalised injunctions of the parent.

surface learning: a means-to-an-end approach to learning.

surplus energy theory of play: proposes that play occurs only after basic needs have been met.

symbolic functions: cognition that enables one object or action to represent another.

symbolic play: imaginative play in which one object is used to represent another.

symbolic representation: ability to represent experience by using symbols.

telegraphic speech: early utterances (18–24 months) that leave out most of the articles, prepositions and conjunctions.

temperament: behaviours that comprise relatively stable characteristics of a person’s personality.

tertiary circular reaction: occurs when a child actively uses trial and error to learn more about the world.

theory of mind: the ability to impute mental states to self and others.

time sampling: arbitrary division of the stream of behaviour under observation into equal time intervals, which are scored for the presence or absence of specified behaviours.

transactional view of development: the view that development is a two-way interaction between child and environment.

virtuous child: refers to Rousseau’s notion that the child is inherently good.

visual learning style: learning through seeing.

zone of proximal development (ZPD): the ‘gap’ between what individuals can achieve alone and what they can achieve with the help of a more knowledgeable person.

Cambridge University Press
1
© Slee et al 2012


