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Chapter 12 The ancient past – Research

Research 12.2

Finds of ancient literary texts can still happen. In 2005, Antoine Pietrobelli was working on old manuscripts from the Vlatadon monastery in Turkey when he found a letter written by the Roman physician Galen (129–217 CE). The letter, known as ‘On the avoidance of grief’, was thought to have been lost during the Middle Ages. The letter describes the emotional effects Galen felt after a little-known fire devastated central Rome in 192 CE, during the reign of the emperor Commodus (180–192 CE). Galen’s letter recounts that the fire burnt for many days, destroying large parts of the city including the Horrea Piperataria, a giant warehouse where Galen had stored his library, his collection of unique medical instruments and his research notes. Also burnt were all the libraries on the Palatine Hill, a great disaster to befall the city.
Another ‘Great Fire’ that destroyed Rome happened in 64 CE, when the Emperor Nero was in power. Complete some online research and answer the following questions:
1
What caused this fire?
2
How much of Rome was damaged by the fire?
3
Explain why Nero blamed the fire on ‘Christians’.
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