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Chapter 16 Ancient China – End-of-chapter questions

End-of-chapter questions
Source analysis
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Source 16.25 Han dynasty bronze sculpture of a wingless flying horse. It is meant to be understood metaphorically rather than literally; it represents an ideal horse that can gallop so fast it seems to outrun the wind. The idea of balance in nature is achieved by the sculpture balancing on one hoof, which is stepping on a swallow in flight.
Study Source 16.25 and answer the following questions:
1 
How does this source reflect ideals during the Han period, especially from the time of Han Wudi?
2 
Han military might was partly based on its use of cavalry. Do you think that this flying horse may have a symbolic connection to this? In your answer, consider the role of the military (including cavalry) in the establishment of the Han dynasty.
3 
What does this source suggest about Han craftsmanship and metal technology?
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