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Chapter 5 Water hazards – End-of-chapter questions

End-of-chapter questions
Extended response

When an emergency such as a flood threatens a region, a coordinated response needs to take place so that the safety of people and the protection of property can be maximised. Source 5.15 shows how an emergency management system works during a potential flood crisis. Who do you think might be involved at each step and what sort of actions might take place?
Meteorological organisations such as the Commonwealth Bureau of Meteorology in Australia monitor weather conditions like rainfall and river height. This information is collected and forecasts are made, such as the chance of further rainfall and the behaviour of the floodwater in the catchment. The information is then passed on to emergency and government organisations such as the police and government emergency management coordinators. This information is then collected and emergency management plans are set in place. Warnings are sent out to communities and preparations are made to deal with the crisis.
Create a disaster emergency plan for the town or city that you are located in and present it as a brochure. If you live in a community that does not suffer the threat of flooding, describe another threat such as a bushfire or tropical cyclone.
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Source 5.15 An emergency management system during a potential flood crisis
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