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Chapter 17 Ancient India – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 17.6

[image: image1.png]The way of which men come we cannot know;
Nor can we see the path by which they go.
Why mourn then for him who came to you,
Lamenting through the tears? ...

Weep not, for such is the ife of man.

Unasked he came and unbidden he went.

Ask yourself again whence came your child

To live on earth this ltte time?

By one way come and by another gone,

As human to die, and pass to other births
So hither and so hence - why shold you weep?




Source 17.16 Thig. VI.1 ‘Pancasata patacara’
[image: image2.png]Bornin a high-ranking family with much property, great wealth ...
Sons of kings sought forme ...

One of them sent my father a message saying

‘Give me Anopama.

1 will ive you in return eight times her weight in gold and jewels.”

Butl, having seen the One Self-awakened, unsurpassed, excelling the world,
Paid homage at his feet.

He Gotarma, for sympathy, taught me the Dhamma.

And as | sat in that very seat,

I attained the third fruit

[of non-return]

Then | cut off my hair, and went forth into homelessness.

Today is the seventh day since | made craving wither away.




Source 17.17 Thig VI.5 ‘Anopama, the millionaire’s daughter’
Study the two poems in sources 17.16 and 17.17 and answer the following questions:
1
What do they show about the women who wrote them?
2
What do you understand by the following?
•
‘as human to die and pass to other births’

•
Dhamma (Dharma)

•
‘non-return’
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