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Chapter 17 Ancient India – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 17.4
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Source 17.13 Agni, god of fire, played an important role in

delivering the souls of those who had died and been cremated to

Yama, god of death, to await rebirth.
Study Source 17.13 and answer the following questions:

1
Describe Agni’s appearance.
2
What features of his appearance would tell you that he was the god of fire?
3
Why do you think fire was associated with purification?
4
Do Hindus still cremate their dead?
5
Are widows still burned to death on their husbands’ funeral pyres?
6
Why is the River Ganges an important part of modern Hindu funerary practice?
7
Research and outline the funerary practices of modern Hindus.
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