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Chapter 17 Ancient India – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 17.3

1
Role-play an important religious festival to ensure a good harvest and prosperity for your village. Your teacher will give you a card that will identify you as one of the following:
•
Brahmin

•
Kshatriya

•
Vaishya

•
Shudra.
2
Your duties will be as follows:
•
Brahmins will plan, give orders, organise others to do the work, conduct all rituals like sacrificing animals and lighting the sacred fire, and be the most important people. They will be respected, praised and obeyed.

•
Kshatriyas will keep order, punish people who do the wrong thing and protect those who are in danger.

•
Vaishyas will provide all the resources needed to make the religious festival a success; for example, food, money, animals and building materials.

•
Shudras will do all the work and serve others. They will not have a say in the planning of the activity and will receive no reward or praise for the work they do.
3
As you act out the festival, each of the varnas will need to stay within the roles assigned to it to complete the task.
4
Discuss whether you believe that the division of the society into varnas was effective in achieving your goal. Why or why not?
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