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Chapter 16 Ancient China – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 16.15

1
Locate the site of the terracotta army.
2
Explain why the existence of the terracotta army was unknown until 1974.
3
How far from the emperor’s burial mound and tomb is the terracotta army located?
4
How many statues of soldiers, including officers, have been uncovered so far?
5
Pit No. 3 is the smallest, but is thought to be the most important for the terracotta army. Can you explain why?
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Source 16.23 No two warriors are the same. Every head has been individually modelled with unique features. The range of faces depicted is intended to represent the various ethnicities under the emperor’s authority. Hairstyles are varied and complex, and possibly denote the rank of the wearer. Six types of soldiers were found among China’s great terracotta army. The scale of creating the army is unique. It is estimated that kilns would have needed to fire the statues at 800–1000°C. Centuries of burial caused chemical reactions between the soil and the painted lacquer used to vividly colour the statues. When exposed to the air, the paint shrank, cracked and rapidly faded. New techniques are being experimented with to stop this process on future excavations.
6
Why are the figures shown facing east in Source 16.23? What does this suggest about their purpose?
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Source 16.22 Pit No. 1 with the protective structure built in 1979 to allow excavation and restoration to take place year-round onsite. Rows of soldiers and horse-drawn chariots face the east, the direction from which invaders were expected.
7
What evidence does Source 16.22 tell us about conservation issues being addressed by the archaeologists and specialists working at the site?
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