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Chapter 14 Ancient Greece – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 14.11

1
Greek citizen soldiers were referred to by what term?
2
Explain why they were called this.
3
What was a trireme?
4
Discuss why Darius I invaded Greece in 490 bce.
5
Why did the Athenians expect the Spartans to help them to attack the Persians?
6
How were the Spartans delayed in arriving for the battle at Marathon?
[image: image1.png]Hereupon all those generals who had been desirous of hazarding a battle, when their turn came to
command the army, gave up thelr right to Miltiades. He however, though he accepted their offers,
nevertheless waited, and would not fight until his own day of command arrived in due course. Then
atlength, when his own turn was come, the Athenian battle was set in array, and this was the order
of it .. The Athenians ... charged the barbarians at a run. Now the distance between the two armies
was little short of eight furlongs [approximately 2 kilometres]. The Persians, therefore, when they
saw the Greeks coming on at speed, made ready to recsive them, although it seemed to them that
the Athenians were bereft of their senses, and bent upon their own destruction; for they saw a mere
handful of men coming on at a run without either horsemen or archers ... Such was the opinion
of the barbarians; but the Athenians in close array fell upon them, and fought in a manner worthy
of being recorded ... There fell in this battle of Marathon, on the side of the barbarians, about six
thousand and four hundred men; on that of the Athenians, one hundred and ninety-two. Such was
the number of the slain on the one side and the other.




Source 14.17 Herodotus, The Histories, Book 6.110–17
7
Read Source 14.17. It is an Athenian description of the Greeks at Marathon. Is it entirely credible? Do you think it demonstrates any bias?
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