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Chapter 13 Ancient Egypt – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 13.2
Using your school library and the internet, prepare a press release for the British newspaper the Times, announcing the achievement of the French scholar Jean-François Champollion in learning how to read ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs. In your report, be sure to explain how he cracked the code, and also why his achievement was so important in improving our understanding of the ancient Egyptians. You will find a useful link about decipherment at www.cambridge.edu.au/hass7weblinks.

In your response, investigate and report on the following issues:
1
Why had the language of the hieroglyphs been forgotten in Egypt by 400 ce?

2
How and where was the Rosetta Stone discovered?

3
Which three languages were engraved on the Rosetta Stone? Why did this provide a valuable clue to the meaning of the hieroglyphs?

4
How did the French scholar Jean-François Champollion crack the code of the hieroglyphs?

5
Why was this discovery so important to our understanding of the Egyptians?
Cambridge University Press
1
© McInerney et al 2014

[image: image1.jpg]