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Chapter 13 Ancient Egypt – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 13.1
One of the best ways of gaining a better understanding of Egyptian culture is to see examples of ancient objects now held in museum collections. A number of museums have rich collections of Egyptian art. It might be possible to visit a museum close to your school. Otherwise, most of these museums have useful websites that you can explore on the internet. Choose three works of Egyptian art, including one building, one statue and one other item, as your focus for research.

Using both book resources and the internet, research your three works of art and investigate what they tell us about the lives, values and experiences of ancient Egyptians. For example, you might examine a statue to discover what it reveals about the political and religious beliefs concerning the pharaoh. You might use a tomb painting of a country work scene to explain what sort of life a farmer had in Egypt. Present your findings as a PowerPoint presentation or blog. The following websites may assist you with your research; find all the links at www.cambridge.edu.au/hass7weblinks:
•
National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne

•
Museum of Victoria, Melbourne

•
Australian Museum, Sydney

•
University of Sydney, Nicholson Museum, Sydney

•
Australian National University, Classics Museum, Canberra

•
Egyptian Museum, Cairo, Egypt

•
British Museum, London

•
Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, United Kingdom

•
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

•
Global Egyptian Museum.
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