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Chapter 5 Water hazards – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 5.8

1
Discuss why people should not venture out of shelter when the winds immediately subside during the passage of a cyclone.
2
In the Northern Hemisphere, hurricanes are rated by the Saffir–Simpson Scale. Describe, using the library or the internet, how this scale categorises hurricanes. What scale is used in Australia to categorise tropical cyclones?
3
In 1974, Cyclone Tracy devastated Darwin, the capital of Australia’s Northern Territory. A famous song written about the event is called ‘Santa never made it into Darwin’. What is the title of the song specifically referring to?
4
One of the important roles of meteorologists is to track the paths of tropical cyclones so that advance warning can be given to communities to prepare for them. The Australian Bureau of Meteorology website provides an interactive example of how cyclones are tracked, and a link to this is provided at www.cambridge.edu.au/hass7weblinks.
5
Imagine that you live in a town like Broome or Townsville and have received advanced warning of a tropical cyclone forming. What preparations might you take to get ready for the possibility that the cyclone might hit your region?
6
Evaluate why tropical cyclones are still a hazard once they pass over land and lose the energy they need to fuel them.
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