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Chapter 5 Water hazards – Developing your understanding

Developing your understanding 5.7

1
Australian communities on the north-eastern and north-western coasts all have a history of past cyclone activity. On an outline map of Australia, indicate the following towns listed in the table on Australia’s north-western coast and label them. In your legend, make note of the years that these towns have been hit by significant cyclones. Remember to give your map a heading.
2
Using the information in the table below, calculate the average number of years between significant cyclones striking each town. The first has been done for you. To calculate the averages, determine the number of years between the first and last record and divide it by the number of cyclones that have occurred. For instance, for Broome there was a period of 90 years between the first recorded cyclone and the last. Divide 90 by the number of cyclone events, in this case, five. This gives you a figure of 18 years. Which town is more likely to be hit by a cyclone in the next 10 years?
	Town or city
	Years of notable cyclones
	Average time between cyclones

	Broome
	1910, 1926, 1935, 1957, 2000
	18 years

	Onslow
	1880, 1897, 1909, 1918, 1934, 1953, 1956, 1958, 1961 (three times), 1963, 1965, 1975, 1995, 1996, 1999, 2006
	

	Carnarvon
	1839, 1893, 1916, 1921, 1934, 1937, 1943, 1953, 1960, 1970, 1975, 1979, 1988
	


3
On the same outline map, locate the following towns and cities on the Queensland and Northern Territory coast: Darwin, Cooktown, Cairns, Townsville, Mackay and Rockhampton.
4
Go to the Australian Bureau of Meteorology website (you’ll find a link at www.cambridge.
edu.au/hass7weblinks) and open the page for tropical cyclones. On this page you will find a section on previous cyclones. Find the record for the following cyclones and map their paths on your outline map:
a
Cyclone Yasi – 2006

b
Cyclone Monica – 2006

c
Cyclone Larry – 2006

d
Cyclone Ingrid – 2005
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