








Chapter 12 Civil rights campaigns in the United States
Focus question 12.10
PROFESSOR CLARK: I used these methods which I told
you about – the Negro and White dolls – which were identical in every respect save skin color. I presented these dolls to them and I asked them the following questions in the following order: ‘Show me the doll that you like best or that you’d like to play with,’ ‘Show me the doll that is the “nice” doll,’ ‘Show me the doll that looks “bad”,’ and then the following questions also: ‘Give me the doll that looks like a white child,’ ‘Give me the doll that looks like a colored child,’ ‘Give me the doll that looks like you.’
JUDGE: ‘Like you?’
PROFESSOR CLARK: ‘Like you.’ I wanted to get the child’s free expression of his opinions and feelings before I had him identified with one of these two dolls. I found that of the children between the ages of six and nine whom I tested, which were a total of sixteen in number, that ten of those children chose the white doll as their preference; the doll which they liked best. Ten of them also considered the white doll a ‘Nice’ doll. And, I think you have to keep in mind that these two dolls are absolutely identical in every respect except skin color. Eleven of these sixteen children chose the brown doll as the doll which looked ‘bad.’ This is consistent with previous results which we have obtained testing over three hundred children, and we interpret it to mean that the Negro child accepts as early as six, seven or eight the negative stereotypes about his own group . . . The conclusion which I was forced to reach was that these children in Clarendon County, like other human beings who are subjected to an obviously inferior status in the society in which they live, have been definitely harmed in the development of their personalities; that the signs of instability in their personalities are clear.
Source: Published in G. Beggs, ‘Novel Expert Evidence In Federal Civil Rights Litigation’, The American University Law Review, issue 45, 1995.

1 In the extract above, what were Professor Clark’s main questions?
																																																							
											
											
											
2 What were the results?
																																																							
																						
											

3 What were his main conclusions?
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