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Chapter 9 An introduction


STUDENT TASK 9.2 
‘Barry Pearce, the head curator of Australian art at the Art Gallery of New South Wales, championed Ben Quilty, a young Melbourne-based artist, as painting’s “knight in shining armour”. Quilty, the 29-year-old winner of the Brett Whiteley Travelling Art Scholarship, was described by Pearce as someone keeping painting’s flame alive. Weeks later, after returning from the Melbourne Art Fair, Pearce remains disappointed about the health of painting.’ (Low 2002)

1
Why do you think that Pearce would think of Quilty as a ‘knight in shining armour’? What is it about Quilty’s practice as a painter that could warrant such praise?
2
Using paper, maybe on a small scale on a page in your VAPD, experiment with the thick, painterly style of Quilty’s work. Try to use the paint in a way that helps the work’s surface texture give structure to the forms you are representing.
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