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Chapter 15 Case study: Restitution and the museum – The Parthenon and Nazi war loot


STUDENT TASK 15.1 
The place of a museum (or art gallery) in contemporary society

‘The story of human history can also be seen as a tragic adventure of how the cultural fabric of countries has been torn apart and spread across the globe. Works of art, sacred objects, and sometimes even human remains have been stolen, ripped off, lost, rightfully purchased or given away.’

Identify the differences between a museum and an art gallery, and then consider the above statement with reference to a museum or an art gallery you know. In your writing you can address one or more of the following:

•
Explore the role of museums or art galleries and what they mean to different audiences.

•
Investigate the role of museums or art galleries from the perspective of artists.

•
Examine the role of a curatorial team of a museum or an art gallery.

•
Consider the role of museums or art galleries in relation to the artefacts they show.

•
Inspect the role of museum or art gallery collections from a cultural and historical viewpoint.
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