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Chapter 10 Case study: Art, politics and commerce


STUDENT TASK 10.2 
Today, it seems that art is inextricably linked to commerce. Art can be about commerce and can also hold commercial value. Consider the artwork Irises by Vincent van Gogh shown opposite. When Australian Alan Bond purchased this painting in 1987 he paid the almighty sum of US$49 million. Now it is owned by the Getty Museum in California. Using the internet and additional articles, write a 500-word essay about the commercial value of this work. Consider what this work was worth when Vincent van Gogh painted it. Why did Alan Bond pay so much money for it? What do you think are the reasons this work is deemed to be so valuable today?
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