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Chapter 19 The final settlement: The conservative republic of 1795

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:
· Thermidor
· Thermidorian Reaction
· White Terror

· dry guillotine
· Directory
· Constitution of 1795
Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, describe the powerful political forces affecting France during the period 1794–95, after the fall of Robespierre.
Analysing historical interpretations
Historian Norman Hampson wrote:
The Constitution of 1795 ensured that the Directory would be a weak government. It tried to apply liberal policies in a situation where war, inflation, food shortages and the whole violent legacy of the Revolution made liberal government impossible. It has found few supporters, and historians have been reluctant to recognise either the achievements of these able men or the extraordinary problems that defeated them. They achieved outstanding military successes, but the country was ungovernable by normal constitutional methods. (The French Revolution: A Concise History, 1975, p. 161)
1 Why, according to Hampson, should we consider the Constitution of 1795 to be a good constitution in itself, but one that was created at the wrong time?
2 Why does Hampson feel that the situation in France around 1795 made normal, moderate, democratic government impossible?
3 What evidence does he give to prove that the men of the Directory were in fact very capable?
Practice essay question
To what extent did the ‘final settlement’ of the revolution in 1795 establish or destroy the hopes and ideals of 1789?
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