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Chapter 18 Popular movements: The role of women in the French Revolution, 1789–1794 

Reading more deeply
Easy
Allan Todd, Revolutions, 1789–1917, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1998, pp. 81–4.
Todd’s summary of the French Revolution is economical, clear and accessible.

Moderate

Linda Kelly, Women of the French Revolution, Hamish Hamilton, London, 1987.
Kelly is a specialist in women’s history, and provides detailed studies of the main leaders of the women’s movement.

Challenging

Barry Rose, Tribunes and Amazons. Men and Women of Revolutionary France, 1789–1871, Macleay Press, Melbourne, 1999.
Rose has a particular interest in the radical working-class movement in the French Revolution. Chapters 14 and 15 focus specifically on the role of women.
Madelyn Gutwirth, The Twilight of the Goddesses: Women and Representation in the French Revolutionary Era, Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 1992.

This is an academic text used at university level. Gutwirth’s critical analysis of the representation of women in images is consistently brilliant.

Levy, Darline (et al.). Women in Revolutionary Paris, 1789–1795, University of Illinois Press, Urbana, Chicago and London, 1979.
This is an academic text, offering a superb collection of primary source documents. This collection allows us to ‘hear the voices’ of revolutionary women themselves.
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