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Chapter 18 Popular movements: The role of women in the French Revolution, 1789–1794 

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:
· popular sovereignty
· material grievances
· Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen

· economic Terror
· woman’s role of exhorting
Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, explain what factors led women to take part in the French Revolution.
Analysing historical interpretations
Historian Dominique Godineau wrote:
Only a few women claimed the right to vote during the Revolution. Nevertheless, the question of their citizenship always faces the historian because the problem keeps recurring: how was it possible to be a citoyenne [female citizen], how was it possible for women to become involved in political life, without acquiring all the attributes of citizenship? An important women’s movement, too long forgotten in the historiography, existed at the heart of the revolutionary movement. During certain periods, nothing distinguished this women’s movement from the whole of the popular movement in Paris; at other times it stood out. One such moment was October, 1789, when women marched to Versailles and returned with the King; another was the spring and summer of 1793, when groups of militant women were very strong and a minority of sans-culottes went so far as to argue that women as well as men could participate in politics … (‘Masculine and Feminine Political Practice During the French Revolution, 1793–Year III’, in Harriet Applewhite and Darline Levy, Women and the Age of Democratic Revolution, 1981, pp. 61–107)

1 Why, according to Godineau, is there a serious contradiction between the role played by women in the revolution and the political role given to them by the revolution?
2 Why does Godineau choose the two examples of October 1789 and mid-1793 as examples of the women’s movement taking action?
Practice essay question
‘The revolutionary women’s movement rose with the popular movement and, once the emergency of 1792–93 was over, fell with the popular movement.’ To what extent do you feel that this is true of the women’s movement during the French Revolution?
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