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Chapter 18 Popular movements: The role of women in the French Revolution, 1789–1794

Analysis activity 18.1: Reading a primary source
Revolutionary women state their grievances
Revolutionary women address the National Convention, 24 February 1793:
Legislators, the laundresses of Paris have come into this sacred sanctuary of the laws and justice to set forth their concerns. Not only are all the essential foodstuffs being sold at excessive prices, but also the price of raw materials used in bleaching have become high … It is not that materials are lacking; they are abundant; it is hoarding and speculation which drive up the price. You have made the head of the tyrant fall under the blade of the laws; let the laws bear down on the heads of these public bloodsuckers. We ask the death penalty for hoarders and speculators.
The Convention’s President replied:

Revolutionary women, the Convention will occupy itself with the object of your concern, but one of the ways of driving up the price of goods is to scare away commerce by constantly crying ‘Hoarding!’ etc. (Quoted in D.G. Levy et al., Women in Revolutionary Paris, 1789–1795, 1979, p. 131)
1 What does this document tell us about the main concerns of women of the working class in 1793?
2 From what you know of the French Revolution, how were demands like this one translated into the ‘economic’ Terror?
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