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Chapter 17 Popular movements: The role of the sans-culottes in the French Revolution, 1792–1795

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:
· sans-culottes

· the right to insurrection
· les enragés

Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, explain how and why the popular movement became a more radical and independent force in the period 1792–93.
Analysing historical interpretations
In his book Citizens, historian Simon Schama provides a vivid account of the French Revolution. Many of his pages focus on the violence of the revolution. In his conclusion, he writes:
Why was the French Revolution [so violent]? Why, from the beginning, was it powered by brutality? Popular revolutionary violence was not some sort of boiling subterranean lava that finally forced its way onto the surface of French politics … Perhaps it would be better to think of the revolutionary elite as rash geologists, themselves gouging open great holes in the crust of polite discourse and then feeding the angry matter through the pipes of their rhetoric out into the open. (Citizens: A Chronicle of the French Revolution, 1989, p. 860)
1 The French Revolution, like most revolutions, did involve acts of violence. What is Schama’s view of the role of violence in the French Revolution?
2 To what extent do you feel that the French Revolution was ‘powered by brutality’?
3 Can you offer any other explanations than brutality for outbreaks of revolutionary violence such as the September massacres?
Practice essay question
‘The relationship between the Jacobins and the sans-culottes was not so much a relationship of leaders and followers as of two allies; one a powerful political party, the other a powerful popular movement.’ To what extent do you think this statement is true? What were the dangers and problems of this ‘alliance’?
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