[image: image1.png]Analysing the

Third Edition






Chapter 16 Significant individuals: The role of Maximilien de Robespierre, 1792–1794

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:
· ‘The Incorruptible’ 
· the professional revolutionary
· virtue
Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, explain what special skills or qualities Robespierre offered the revolution at its time of greatest crisis in 1793.
Analysing historical interpretations
In 2002, historian David Garrioch wrote of Robespierre:
Robespierre remains a controversial figure because he embodies [represents] the contradictions not only of the French Revolution, but of every country that feels itself to be under siege; and of every leader who must make decisions that pit idealism against pragmatism … Until 1792, he opposed the death penalty, and after that advocated it only for treason. [During 1793] Robespierre betrayed most of the principles he stood for. The staunch opponent of capital punishment sent hundreds to the guillotine. The defender of the rights of man suspended civil and political liberties. The spokesman for religious toleration persecuted priests and nuns … Faced with military defeat and the loss of all they had hoped for and fought for, he and his colleagues set the nation and their vision of the Revolution above civil liberties. Let us defeat our enemies first, they argued, by any means necessary. Then human rights and freedom will be secure. (‘The Road to the Guillotine’, The Age, 21 August 2002)
1 What does David Garrioch see as the great contradiction of the French Revolution in the period 1792–94?
2 In what ways is it fair to say that Robespierre was ‘pragmatic’, in the sense that he changed his own principles in order to be able to deal with the practical realities of the emergency situation?
3 Does Garrioch seem to agree with those historians who argue that the seriousness of the situation in 1792–93 justified emergency measures?
Practice essay question
‘The quality of a great leader is not only to be able to state his political beliefs and principles, but to know when and how to change them in response to the developing revolutionary situation.’ To what extent is this true of Maximilien de Robespierre?
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