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Chapter 15 The new society: Challenges and responses, 1792–1794

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:
· popular taxation
· the homeland in danger
· conscription
· the Federalist revolt
· de-Christianisation
· Terror
· Committee of Public Safety
Practising paragraph answers

Evaluate the extent to which the experience of war and civil war was the main force guiding the development of the new society in France between 1792 and 1794.
Analysing historical interpretations
In 1989, historian William Doyle wrote:
It was resistance that made the revolution become violent. It was naïve of the men of 1789 to think that they could regenerate the nation without opposition, and imagine that the honesty and benevolence of their intentions would be as obvious to others as to themselves … Even after the nation had been sickened with public carnage [i.e. the mass killings of the Terror], politicians still found it impossible to accept the legitimacy and good faith of their opponents. (The Oxford History of the French Revolution, 1989, p. 394)
1 Why does Doyle believe that the revolutionaries had been naïve (childishly innocent) about what they were trying to do?
2 From your understanding of events so far, do you believe that revolutions are automatically violent, or that, as Doyle suggests, they only become violent when people start to resist them?
Practice essay question
To what extent did the new society created in France during the period 1792–94 really change the political, economic and social structures of France?
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