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Chapter 15 The new society: Challenges and responses, 1792–1794

Analysis activity 15.1: Reading a primary source
Civil war breeds dehumanisation and atrocities on both sides
An official report by Commissaire Benaben describing the mass shooting and mass drownings of rebels in the town of Savenay, 26 December 1793:
I witnessed all the atrocities that a town taken by force can offer. The soldiers, having spread out into the houses, and having brought out the wives and daughters of the bandits who had not had time to leave and flee, led them into squares and streets, where they were piled up and their throats cut on the spot: with rifle shots, bayonet blows and cuts of the sword. Claude Petitfrere, La Vendee et les Vendeans (Paris: Archives, 1981).
1 What two techniques were used to kill large numbers of people quickly and conveniently?
2 Consider the tone of this report. What does this document reveal about the process of dehumanisation that occurs during civil war, when atrocities are committed on both sides?
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