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Chapter 14 Creating the new society, 1792–1794

Reading more deeply
Easy

George Rudé, The French Revolution, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, London, 1988, pp. 80–7.
George Rudé provides an account of the radical phase of the French revolution from a Marxist point of view.

Moderate

Robert Darnton, ‘The Kiss of Lamourette’, in The Kiss of Lamourette: Reflections in Cultural History, W.W. Norton, New York, 1990.
Robert Darnton writes brilliantly about the nature of the Jacobin project to create a new society based on the virtuous citizen. He reminds us that the Jacobins did far  more than simply use the guillotine, and argues, contra Schama, that energy, not violence, was the driving motor of the revolution.

Challenging

Patrice Higonnet, Goodness Beyond Virtue: Jacobins During the French Revolution, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA, 1998.
A thought-provoking study of the Jacobins, proposing that they genuinely believed in democracy, but at the same time found themselves obliged to use coercion.
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