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Chapter 14 Creating the new society, 1792–1794

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· the Convention

· Montagnards (also known as ‘La Montagne’ or the Mountain)

· Girondins
· Constitution of 1793
· right to insurrection
Practising paragraph answers

Briefly describe three important changes made by the Jacobins to create their new society. Explain the significance of one of these in more detail.
Analysing historical interpretations
Historian Patrice Higonnet has recently re-evaluated the full scope of the Jacobin plan to regenerate society. He argues that Jacobin culture was made up of two conflicting elements: a broad, generous desire to include all people in an enlightened, humane society and a tendency to exclude ‘impure’ elements with almost religious fanaticism. Left-wing historians have always tended to praise the first quality, while right-wing historians focus upon the second:
Jacobinism’s core belief was that mankind could best realise its true self in the [political] context of a universalist republic. Only in that ideal setting could men and women, as individuals in their own right, fully become what nature and reason wished them to be, namely, the free and active citizens of a harmonious state. [I reject] the idea that the essence of Jacobin politics culminated in the immoral and useless Terror of 1793–1794 … Jacobinism can still be a model for modern democrats. Jacobins were enlightened libertarians who to their own uncomprehending dismay found themselves re-enacting a past of persecution that they desperately wanted to deny. (Goodness Beyond Virtue: Jacobins During the French Revolution, 1998, pp. 1–2)
1 According to Higonnet, why did the Jacobins hold such high hopes for the republic as a political system in France?
2 Given that Higonnet admits that the Terror was ‘immoral and useless’, why does he not criticise the Jacobins more for their role in this aspect of the revolution?
3 From your own knowledge of the revolution, explain why the Jacobins can be said to have been ‘forced’ to use repressive measures.
Practice essay question
‘While the first French Revolution successfully created new political and social structures, the second revolution was more ambitious and tried to create a completely new social culture and a new type of human being.’ To what extent is this true of France in the years 1792–94?
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