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Chapter 13 The revolutionary events of 1792

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· Legislative Assembly

· refractory priests

· emigrated nobles (emigrés)
· Duke of Brunswick’s Manifesto
Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, explain why the experience of international war worked to radicalise the revolution after 1792.
Analysing historical interpretations
In 1997, historian J.M. Roberts wrote:
On both French and European history the impact of the Legislative [Assembly] was colossal, but also indirect. It was made by taking France to war at the beginning of 1792. No single decision so much influenced the course of the Revolution at home and abroad. It had not been intended that it do so, but the war changed everything. It was the major determinant of all that followed for nearly a decade … Yet the war was in large measure a by-product of a long and deepening political crisis which ended in disaster for the Legislative Assembly itself and for the Constitution which it set up. (The French Revolution, 1997, p. 44)
1 According to Roberts, what was the most important decision the Legislative Assembly made in 1792?
2 From your own knowledge of events in 1791–92, was the war caused mainly by political problems within France at this time? If so, what were they and how would international war solve them?
Practice essay question
‘The real force causing revolutionary violence was not brutality, but fear.’ To what extent do you agree that this was true of the revolution in 1792–94?
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