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Chapter 12 Sources of disunity in the revolution, 1789 –1791

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· Civil Constitution of the Clergy

· Civic Oath

· ‘juring’ priest
· ‘refractory’ priests
· the flight to Varennes
· the Champ de Mars Massacre
Practising paragraph answers

Explain why the reform of the Catholic Church was both a significant achievement in the reorganisation of France and an unexpected cause of division in the revolution.
Analysing historical interpretations
Marxist historian George Rudé wrote:
Why had the situation changed so abruptly [by the end of 1791]? In the first place, the King had only accepted the Constitution with his tongue in his cheek: long before it had been signed, he had made an unsuccessful bid to seek safety in flight and, having been returned ignominiously [ingloriously] to his capital, he continued to intrigue with the rulers of Sweden, Prussia and Austria for the restoration of his old authority by force of arms. [The nobles] formed a constant focal point of dissension, sullen resentment and suspicion, and provoked the revolutionary authorities to take ever harsher measures to restrain their liberties and keep them in check. More serious perhaps was the division caused among the clergy by the new Church settlement … These dissensions would, in themselves, have made it impossible to arrest the course of the Revolution … Yet it was not only the opposition of forces having more to lose than to gain by the revolution that drove it onwards, but, perhaps even more, the intervention of classes that had looked to the outbreak of 1789 for a solution to their problems and whose initial hopes had, in the outcome, been disappointed or only partially fulfilled. (The French Revolution, 1988, pp. 71–2)
1 Who, according to Rudé, were the main sources of opposition to the revolution?
2 Why can the constructive reform of the Catholic Church in France be seen as one of the causes of this crisis?
3 Rudé mentions, but does not name, people who had supported the revolution but by now had been disappointed with its achievements. Who might these people have been?
Practice essay question
‘The creation of the new society involves changes that arouse opposition. In most cases, it is this opposition that forces the revolution to become more radical.’ To what extent is this true of the French Revolution by the end of 1791?
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