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Chapter 11 Creating a new society, 1789–1791

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· rationalisation

· accountability

· decentralisation
Practising paragraph answers

Briefly describe three main changes made in the reorganisation of France, and explain the significance of one of them.
Analysing historical interpretations
In 1989, historian William Doyle admitted the importance of the reorganisation of France:
In the sense that they [gave] France a constitutional monarchy, decentralised and representative institutions, civil and fiscal equality, and guarantees for individual liberty, [the revolutionaries] were broadly true to the instructions of the [Books of Grievances]. [But these] contained no mandate for the abolition of the provinces, municipalities, nobility or titles. [Almost] none called for a declaration of rights, and none at all for a National Guards or paper money. Most of the reforms … were the product of the revolutionary process itself … And yet, once made, the far-reaching changes of the revolution’s first year were well received. Their implementation may have been chaotic and disorganised, but they were carried through with remarkable goodwill and even enthusiasm considering the multitude of vested interests they threatened or damaged. (‘The Revolution in Perspective’, in The Oxford History of the French Revolution, 1989, pp. 134–5)
1 According to Doyle, which revolutionary reforms can be seen as responses to suggestions made in the Books of Grievances?
2 Which revolutionary changes were completely new in 1789?
3 Why does Doyle assume that these radical reforms must have met with approval from the majority of the French people?
Practice essay question
‘When we see the new society that had been created in France by 1791, the changes from the old regime are far more powerful than the continuities.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
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