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Chapter 10 The role of popular movements, 1789–1791

Reading more deeply
Easy
Allan Todd, Revolutions, 1789–1917, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1998, pp. 48–50.
Todd’s chapter is useful because it actually defines what many books leave unclear, the nature and behaviour of the revolutionary crowd.

Moderate

George Rudé, ‘Popular Movements in the French Revolution’, Agora, History Teachers’ Association of Victoria, Melbourne, 1966, pp. 12–14.
Historian George Rudé is the master of the study of ordinary working people and of the revolutionary crowd. While his books are written for academic purposes, this article is a gem because it sums up his important scholarship for a secondary school reader.

Challenging

Colin Lucas, ‘The Crowd and politics in France’, Tim Blanning (ed.), The Rise and Fall of the French Revolution, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1992, pp. 199–235.

George Rudé, The Crowd in the French Revolution, Oxford University Press, Oxford 1966 [1959], pp. 12–14.
This academic text is demanding, but it was the masterpiece that probed into the makeup and motives of the revolutionary crowd.
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