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Chapter 10 The role of popular movements, 1789–1791

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· material grievances

· egalitarian culture

· Phrygian bonnet
· Cordeliers Club
Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, explain the role of the popular movement in the French Revolution to 1789.
Analysing historical interpretations
Marxist historian Albert Soboul wrote:
The insurrection of the popular classes had ensured the victory of the bourgeoisie. Thanks to the [revolutionary days] of July and October the attempted counter-revolution had been shattered. The National Assembly, having emerged triumphant from its struggle with the monarchy only with the help of the Parisians, now feared that it might find itself at the mercy of the people and was in future every bit as distrustful of the forces of democracy as it was of absolutism. [Because] it was afraid to call on the popular classes to participate in political life and public administration, it was reluctant to draw from the solemn statement of the Declaration of Rights the conclusions which followed so naturally from them. ( The French Revolution, 1787–1799, 1975, pp. 157–8)
1 According to Soboul, what was the main achievement of the revolutionary crowd during 1789?
2 Why does Soboul feel that the bourgeois deputies feared the popular movement and hesitated to give working people a greater place in political life?
3 From what you know of the revolution, is it accurate to say that it was a middle-class revolution, making only reluctant use of the popular movement when it was threatened by counter-revolution?
Practice essay question
‘While revolutionary leaders needed the support of the popular movement, and at times guided its actions, the popular movement could take political action of its own.’ To what extent is this true of the French Revolution between 1789 and 1791?
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