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Chapter 9 The development of significant revolutionary ideas, 1789–1791

Reading more deeply
Easy

Lynn Hunt, The French Revolution and Human Rights: A Brief Documentary History, Bedford Books, Boston, 1996.
Lynn Hunt gives an expert’s survey of the key ideas and documents that make up the revolutionary concept of natural and civic rights.

Moderate

Keith Michael Baker, ‘The Idea of a Declaration of Rights’, in Gary Kates (ed.), The French Revolution: Recent Debates and New Controversies, Routledge, London, 1998.
Baker’s article gives an in-depth academic analysis of the origins of the main ideas in the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen.

Challenging

Dale Van Kley (ed.), The French Idea of Freedom: The Old Regime and the Declaration of Rights of 1789, Stanford University Press, Stanford, CA, 1994.
A university-level academic study of the ideas of the patriots of the 1780s in France.
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