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Chapter 8 The role of significant individuals, 1789–1791

Reading more deeply
Easy
Arnold Whitridge, ‘Lafayette Goes to America’, History Today, August 1970, pp. 527–33.
For any student wanting to research Lafayette’s role as a significant individual, this short and clear article will reveal the influence of his visit to America on his political thinking.

Moderate

Harlow Giles Unger, Lafayette, John Wiley and Sons, New York, 2002.
Peter Buckman, Lafayette, a Biography, Paddington Press, New York and London, 1977.

Christopher Hibbert, Chapter 4, ‘The Days of the Fédérés and the Flight to Varennes’, The Days of the French Revolution, Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1982.

Challenging

J.M. Thompson, ‘Lafayette’, Leaders of the French Revolution, Basil Blackwell, London, 1965.
Although this is now a very old text, Thompson’s ‘portraits’ of revolutionary leaders such as Lafayette are masterly.
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