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Chapter 8 The role of significant individuals, 1789–1791

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· the American spirit

· the National Guard

· the Festival of Federation
Practising paragraph answers

Using four or five main points, explain what revolutionary leaders contributed to the French Revolution and what their role was in relation to the popular movement.
Analysing historical interpretations
Historian J.M. Thompson wrote of Lafayette:
Lafayette’s command of the National Guard made him, from 1789 to 1791, the most important figure in France next to the King; and it was impossible for anyone to control the situation without his support. Moreover, after October 1789, the King was prisoner, the Tuileries was his prison, and his warder was Lafayette. The tragedy of these years was that, like Louis himself, Lafayette misread the political situation, had no policy of his own, and refused to ally himself with anyone who had. (Leaders of the French Revolution, 1963, p. 50)
1 According to Thompson, what made Lafayette the most powerful person in Paris after the King?
2 What was Lafayette’s main weakness as a leader?
3 If Lafayette was seen as the ‘guardian’ of the King, what dangers might this role present in the future?
Practice essay question
‘Revolutions are driven by the power of the popular movement, but they are guided by the vision of their leaders.’ Discuss this view with reference to the French Revolution from 1789 to 1791.
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