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Chapter 6 How the political crisis became a revolution, 1789

Reading more deeply
Easy

Christopher Hibbert, The French Revolution, Penguin, London, 1982, Chapter 1, ‘The Day of the Tennis Court Oath’ and Chapter 2, ‘The Day of the Vainqueurs de la Bastille’.
This chapter, like the rest of the book, provides a superbly detailed narrative of a key ‘day’ in the revolution. Hibbert is a reliable historian, but in addition his telling of the story is as vivid as that of an excellent novelist.

Moderate

Peter McPhee, The French Revolution, 1789–1799, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002, Chapter 3, ‘The Revolution of 1789’.
This chapter will provide you with a clear, detailed and balanced explanation of the mechanics of the events of 1789.

Challenging

Colin Jones, ‘Bourgeois Revolution Revivified: 1789 and Social Change’, in Gary Kates (ed.), The French Revolution: Recent Debates and New Controversies, Routledge, London, 1998.
Jones’ chapter is for university use, but it states the important recent trend in historical thinking, which is to acknowledge the role of the revolutionary bourgeoisie without relying on a Marxist interpretation.
William Sewell, ‘A Rhetoric of Bourgeois Revolution’ (extract), in Gary Kates (ed.), The French Revolution: Recent Debates and New Controversies, Routledge, London, 1998.

This is an academic text, most suited to advanced readers who want to explore deeply the origins of Sieyès political thought.

William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1989, Chapter 5, ‘The Estates-General, September 1788–July 1789’.

Cambridge University Press
1
© Adcock 2015

