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Chapter 5 How France’s financial crisis became a political crisis, 1774–1789

Reading more deeply
Easy
Peter Burley, ‘A Bankrupt Regime’, History Today, January 1984, pp. 36–42.
This article was written for secondary school students, and provides a clear and simple explanation of the nature of France’s financial crisis.

Moderate

Peter McPhee, The French Revolution, 1789–1799, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002, Chapter 3, ‘The Revolution of 1789’.
McPhee’s compact book was written to give an overview of the whole French Revolution, and is superb in doing so. However, the excellent analysis of the revolution in general is also enriched with deeper studies of some aspects f the revolution that are McPhee’s special areas of interest, such as the revolution in provincial communities.

Challenging

Alfred Cobban, ‘The Parlements of France in the Eighteenth Century’, Aspects of the French Revolution, Paladin, London, 1968.
A university-level explanation of the resistance of the parlements to royal authority.
William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1989, Chapter 3, ‘Crisis and Collapse, 1776–1788’.
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