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Chapter 4 New popular movements and significant ideas before the revolution

Reading more deeply
Easy
Andrew Matthews, Revolution and Reaction. Europe 1789–1849, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2001, pp. 32–3.
This text is designed for upper secondary students, and has the advantage of explaining the sequence of events in a clear and economical way, while providing in-depth studies of some aspects of the revolution.

Moderate

Albert Soboul, The French Revolution, 1787–1799: From the Storming of the Bastille to Napoleon, Vintage, New York, 1975, pp. 43–54.
This text is a statement of the classic Marxist interpretation of the revolution, and will provide some useful quotes for your range of historians’ opinions.

Challenging

Colin Jones, ‘Bourgeois Revolution Revivified: 1789 and Social Change’, in Gary Kates (ed.), The French Revolution. Recent Debates and New Controversies, Routledge, London, 1998.
This is an academic article, but it has the value of giving you a more recent turning point in historical thought: after the defeat of the Marxist explanation of the revolution in 1989, historians were then free to simply revisit the role of the bourgeoisie, and to decide that they were in fact one of the most numerous, active and influential groups in the revolution.
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