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Chapter 4 New popular movements and significant ideas before the revolution

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· bourgeoisie

· utility

· merit
· liberal nobles
Practising paragraph answers

What did eighteenth-century people mean by the idea of ‘utility’? Why was this idea automatically a critique of the privileged orders and a defence of the Third Estate?
Analysing historical interpretations
The great Marxist historian Albert Soboul wrote in 1970 that he still regarded the French Revolution as the great bourgeois revolution:
The revolution of 1789–1794 marked the appearance of modern bourgeois and capitalist society in the history of France. Its most significant aspect was its achievement of national unity for the country by its destruction of stillexisting elements of the seignorial regime and the ‘feudal’ privileged orders … The fact that the French Revolution ended finally in the establishment of a liberal democracy adds another dimension to its historical significance. From the point of view of these two achievements … it deserves to be considered the classic model of a bourgeois revolution. (Cited in Ralph Greenlaw (ed.), The Social Origins of the French Revolution, 1975, p. 17)
1 In terms of participants, is it true to say that the ‘patriot’ movement was made up purely of bourgeois who wanted to overthrow the nobility?
2 In terms of aims, is it true to say that the ‘patriot’ movement aimed only to solve problems that affected the bourgeoisie?
3 What does Soboul understand by a ‘bourgeois’ revolution?
4 Why would an historian like Soboul be anxious to prove that the French Revolution confirmed Karl Marx’s theory of the ‘stages’ of the development of human society?
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