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Chapter 3 Significant ideas: The influence of the Enlightenment

Reading more deeply
Easy
Maurice Cranston, ‘Ideas and Ideologies’, History Today, May 1989, pp. 10–14.
This article is designed for students at secondary level, and provides a very focused analysis of the two main strands of political thought during the Enlightenment, then proceeds to explain how they influenced revolutionary thinking.

Moderate

William Doyle, ‘Enlightened Opinion’, Oxford History of the French Revolution, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1989.
This chapter provides a longer and more detailed analysis of the main strands of Enlightenment thought. As an academic historian, Doyle is well qualified to write in greater depth than does the author of a school textbook.

Challenging

Roger Bienvenu, ‘The Enlightenment’, Samuel Scott and Barry Rothaus, Historical Dictionary of the French Revolution, vol. 1, pp. 358–62.
Although written for university students, this is a very condensed and comprehensive study of the whole Enlightenment project.
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