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Chapter 3 Significant ideas: The influence of the Enlightenment

Analysis activity 3.3: Reading a primary resource
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Source 3.9 Mirabeau Admires Thinkers of the Enlightenment (Benjamin Franklin, Montesquieu, Rousseau and Fénelon), c. 1789. This political image was published in France in the 1780s. The caption on the flag reads ‘France is free’.
1 What is the image in Source 3.9 suggesting about the role of ideas in forming revolutionary leaders and helping to create a revolutionary situation?
2 Using an historical dictionary, try to find out why the seventeenth-century French writer Fénelon is included among these important figures of the Enlightenment.
3 Why was the American philosophe and statesman Benjamin Franklin included in this lineup of important people? 

4 To what extent did the ideas of the European Enlightenment and the American Revolution really contribute to the French Revolution?
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