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Chapter 3 Significant ideas: The influence of the Enlightenment

Analysis activity 3.2: Reading a primary resource
A royal official evaluates the Enlightenment
An extract from the private journal of the Marquis d’Argenson:
A philosophical wind is blowing towards us from England, a plea for free, anti-monarchical rule; it streams into people’s heads and everyone realises how popular opinion conditions existence. Perhaps this new regime is already established in the general mind, to be put into practice at the very first opportunity, and the revolution might break out more peaceably than we imagine. All social orders share common discontent, a riot could become a revolt, and the revolt total revolution. (From Peter Vansittart, Voices of the French Revolution, 1989, p. 38)

1 In terms of the debate about the importance of the Enlightenment, how does this royal official evaluate the power of radical ideas?
2 How does he see the situation in France in the decades before the revolution?
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