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Chapter 2 The social order in France before the revolution

Reading more deeply
Easy
George Rudé, The French Revolution, Weidenfeld and Nicholson, London, 1988, Chapter 1, ‘Why was there a Revolution in France?’
Peter Robert Campbell, The Ancient Régime in France, Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1988, Chapter 1, ‘Economics and Society’.

Moderate

Peter McPhee, The French Revolution, 1789–1799, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002, Chapter 1, ‘France in the 1780s’.
This chapter will give you a very detailed, but clear and useful, survey of the social groups and social values of France in the period just before the revolution.

Challenging

William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1989, Chapter 1, ‘France Under Louis XVI’.
Doyle’s opening chapter provides a more detailed survey of France under the old regime.
Cambridge University Press
1
© Adcock 2015

