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Chapter 2 The social order in France before the revolution

Chapter review
Developing clear definitions

Write your own definition of each of the following key terms:

· corporate society

· honorific privilege

· legal privilege
· fiscal (tax) privilege
· culture of deference
· First Estate
· Second Estate
· Third Estate
Practising paragraph answers
1 In what ways was the old regime a ‘corporate society’? How does this sort of society differ from a modern democracy?
2 If land was the most basic form of wealth in the old regime, why was the distribution of land ownership in France bound to create serious tensions?
3 Would it be true to say that, in the old regime, the two privileged estates represented ‘the rich’ and the Third Estate represented ‘the poor’?
Practice essay question
‘Although people tend to accept the social system in which they live, the old regime in France contained inequalities which, sooner or later, had to cause conflict.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement?
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