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Chapter 1 The political order in France before the revolution

Reading more deeply
Easy
Peter Burke, ‘The Fabrication of Louis XIV’, History Today, February 1992, pp. 24–30. 

This article was written for secondary school students, and clearly sums up in a few pages the contents of his whole book.

Moderate

Nicholas Henshall, ‘The Myth of Absolutism’, History Today, June 1992, pp. 40–7.
This article is useful because it clearly defines how the system of absolutism worked, and clears up some misunderstandings about royal government.

Peter McPhee, The French Revolution, 1789–1799, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002, Chapter 1, ‘France in the 1780s’.
This chapter is a masterly, clear and detailed summary of the main aspects of French government and society in the 18th century, by one of Australia’s finest scholars.

Challenging

William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1989, Chapter 1.
This chapter provides a very detailed description of France in the eighteenth century, and is more suited to advanced readers.
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