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Chapter 1 The political order in France before the revolution

Analysis activity 1.2: Analysis of a primary resource
The Speech of M de Lamoignon on Royal Authority, 19 November 1787

These principles, universally recognised by the Nation to be true, prove that sovereign [absolute] power in the kingdom belongs to the King alone. That he has only to account to God alone for the exercise of his supreme power. That the bond uniting the King and the Nation can never be dissolved. That mutual interests and duties between the King and his subjects assure the perpetuity of this union. That the Nation’s interests require that the rights of its ruler should not be altered. That the King is the sovereign head of the Nation and is one with the Nation. Finally, that the legislative power resides in the person of the King, independently, and cannot be divided. (Quoted in Paul Beik, The

French Revolution: Selected Documents, 1970)
1 How does this document explain the principle of ‘rule by divine right’? 

2 How does this document explain the relationship between the King and the subjects who form ‘the Nation’? 

3 Does the writer believe that the King’s legislative role (his power to make laws) can be shared with anybody else?
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