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Chapter 1 The political order in France before the revolution

Analysis activity 1.1: Reading a primary resource
An image of royal power
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Source 1.1 This official portrait shows King Louis XVI in the coronation robes he wore in 1775. The emphasis on the single figure of the King reminds us that absolute monarchy was a form of personal rule by one monarch, which could not be questioned by any representative body. In Louis XIV’s Reflections Upon the Role of a King, he had stated, ‘The Nation is not embodied in France, it resides entirely in the person of the King.’
1 How does this painting remind people of the enormous personal power of the King in an absolute monarchy? 
2 What ‘messages’ is the King trying to communicate to you, the viewer, by his pose, his expression and the symbols he holds? 

3 How do some of the objects in the painting symbolise the King’s royal powers? 
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