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Chapter 15 Cultural Revolution 3: Mao’s death, 1972–1976

Reading more deeply
Easy
Di McDonald, Revolution: China – A Student Handbook, HTAV, Melbourne, 2005, pp. 98–103.
Always a good beginning for students new to Chinese history.
Tom Ryan, China Rising: A Study in Revolution, HTAV, Melbourne, 2009, pp. 271–7.
A tight account of the key events of this period.
Margot Morcombe & Mark Fielding, The Spirit of Change: China in Revolution, McGraw-Hill, Sydney, 2005, pp. 229–34.
These documents can be used to build on other narratives.
Moderate

Harrison Salisbury, The New Emperors: Mao and Deng – A Dual Biography, HarperCollins, London, 1992, Chapters 38–40.
This tells the story of Mao’s last days with exquisite detail.
Zhisui Li, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Arrow Books, London, 1996, Chapters 87–92.
Gives the insight into Mao’s decline that only a personal doctor could give. Fascinating reading.

Challenging

Roxanne Witte, Comrade Chiang Ch’ing [Jiang Qing], Little, Brown, Toronto, 1977, pp. 471–8.

This is the authorised biography, and is an up-close and intimate look at the despised leader of the Gang of Four.
Ross Terrill, Madame Mao: The White-Boned Demon, Hale and Iremonger, Sydney, 1995, pp. 321–73.

This biography is more critical of Jiang Qing, and probably more accurate.
Gao Wenqian, Zhou Enlai: The Last Perfect Revolutionary, Public Affairs, New York, 2007, Chapters 1, 17 & 18.

Gao is an admirer of Zhou, but he paints a detailed portrait of this enigmatic politician.
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