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Chapter 13 Cultural Revolution 1: Chaos unleashed,1966–1969

Reading more deeply
Easy
Margot Morcombe & Mark Fielding, The Spirit of Change, McGraw-Hill, Sydney, 2005, pp. 209–18.
Moderate

Scar literature – autobiographies from survivors of the GPCR
Jung Chang, Wild Swans, HarperCollins, London, 1991.
This traces her personal experiences of the cult of Mao and the Red Guards in Chengdu.
Anhua Gao, To the Edge of the Sky, Penguin, Harmondsworth, 2001.
Chapters 9 and 10 give another teenage girl’s reactions to the GPCR, this time in Nanjing.
Aiping Mu, Vermilion Gate, Little, Brown and Co., London, 2000.

Chapters 16 and 17 tell the story of a young girl from Beijing who is sent to a remote area near Yan’an.
Li Chun-ying, Jade Eye, New Holland, Sydney, 2003.

Chapter 23 presents a less painful view of the GPCR and fails to accuse Mao over those events.
Challenging

Harrison Salisbury, The New Emperors: Mao and Deng – A Dual Biography, HarperCollins, London, 1992.
Chapter 30 tells the story of the Liu family’s sufferings in great detail and with informed insight.
Zhisui Li, The Private Life of Chairman Mao, Arrow Books, London, 1996.

Chapters 61–68 continue to provide the insight of the non-political doctor at Mao’s beck and call. Yet even he saw the day when he too would be under attack.
Ross Terrill, Madame Mao: The White-Boned Demon, Hale & Ironmonger, Sydney, 1995, Chapter 6.
Terrill, a respected author on China, presents the GPCR from the perspective of Jiang Qing.
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